Boothbay Regi'o.n
Housing Trust
receives $21K grant

By BILL PEARSON

A  Boothbay Harbor hous-
ing project is the first to re-
veive an American Rescus Plan
At grant from Lincoln County,
On Awg. |, county commission-
ers approved a 321,000 grant
for Boothbay Repion Hoosing
Trust, a non-profil organization.
The trust has @ project under
construction at 1 Alexander Way
which will provide seven modu-
lar homes with three bedrooms,
twa baths and a one-car garage.
The trust will sell these units to
income-qualified applicants for
FZET.000 each.

BRHT's application was re-’

viewed by Lincoln County Re-

¢ gionmal Planning Commssion.
County Planner Emily Rabbe
told commissioners the 321,000
grant would extend fown waler
and sewer to the development
along with paying  lor addi-
tional hlasting. The county has
set aside 515 mullion m ARPA
funds for affordable housing
pigjects. "This 15 the hirst one,
and we expect the floodgates
to open with more applications
coming,” Rabbe said.

BREHT expects to have con-
siruction completed this Mo-
vember. Rabbe expects a Booth-
bay affordable housing project
to also submit a funding re-
quesi. Last September, Booth-
bay Eepion Development Corp.
recerved a 350,000 ARPA grao
from Boothbay. BRD has se-
lgcted a Butler Road location
for itz proposed 36-acre site
with 182 units. *They (BRI
haven'i submilicd- an -appiica-
tios, but we've talked fo them,”
Rabbe zaid.

In other action, commission-
ers approved a housing inven-
tory contract with Camoin Asso-
ciates of Saratopa Springs, Mew

CYork: LCRPC recently worked
with Camoin on a housing study.
Rabiwe described the honsing in
ventory condract a3 the study’s
next step. “Phase 2 15 looking at

properties which make sense for
affordable housing. Tt will look
at sewer and waler, zoning and
catalog which siles are ready for
development,” she said, Com-
iissioners approved a 226,000
contract to Camoin for services.

LCRPC also received approv-
al to seek a £75,000 Maine De-
partment of Boonomic and Com-
munity Development Orant.
Commissioners also agreed to
write a support letter for the
commmssion's application. The
grant would assist local towns
with implementing LD 2003
which takes effect in 2024, LD
2003 ecstablishes statewide and
regional housing production
goals. The law imposes density
and other requirements for af-
fordable housing developrments
that preemp inconsistent mu-
nicipal repulations. It requires
manicipalities to allow up to
four dwelling units on each lot
where houging is allowed, de-
pending upon the lot and wheth-
cr it contiims an existing dwell-

ing.

It also requires municipali-
ties to allow accessory dwelling
units in any aren where housing
iz permitted and comply with
certain aocessory dwelling unit
requirements, “This helps us
move forward working with lo-
cal commumitics to implement
the mew law,” Babbe said. “The
prant would pay for land wse
specialists who would look at
local ordinances and how to
use ARPA funds o implement
the law’s goals: The specialist
wiould also ook ot possible zon-
ing changes and provide educa-
tion regarding LI 2003.7

The praot is for 12 months,
bul could be extended another
36 to implement the scope of an
applicant’s complete work, ag-
cording 1o Rabbe.

The commissioners meet next
at 11 a.m. Tuesday, Aug. 15
the courthouse,




